HBV: Stowaway of NTCP.
Several recent papers support the view that Na-taurocholate cotransporting polypeptide (NTCP), the sinusoidal bile acid transporter of hepatocytes, is a cell surface receptor enabling entry into these cells of the hepatitis B virus (HBV). This major advance in the understanding of the HBV life cycle paves the way to new therapeutic strategies aimed at blocking HBV entry into hepatocytes.